American Academy of Health Physics
American Board of Health Physics

Dear Colleagues,

The American Board of Health Physics has begun its thirty-first year of
business this spring. Each year we welcome new Board members. We elect
new officers. We appoint new panel members. We work to cope with new
or recurring problems such as financial stability or exam questions
quality. Yet, as the old saying goes, the more things change, the more
they stay the same.

As Frazier Bronson pointed out last year, the basic function of the
Board and the fundamental processes for obtaining certification have
remained essentially unchanged through the years. Those changes which
have occurred have been implemented gradually after careful study and
consideration. A recent study showed the Board's procedures and
policies to be consistent with other credentialling groups. This
remarkable stability is, I believe, a result of careful thought by the
initial Boards and continued diligence by subsequent Boards. And none
of this could have happened without a great deal of hard work by
everyone.

Which brings me to the point of this note. All CHPs will soon receive
a maintenance fee notice which will offer each of you an opportunity to
indicate a willingness to participate in the many Academy and Board
activities. Please give careful thought before volunteering. Joe
Bevelacqua recently noted in the HPS Newsletter that Comprehensive Panel
members should be prepared to spend 100 hours per year on Panel duties.
Way to go, Joe! That should put a damper on things. Unfortunately, he
is right. If you volunteer, be prepared to contribute. When you
contribute, all you will get is thanks from some of us. If you can't
contribute, if you are too busy with other things, we understand.

Catch you later.

Lee Booth
Chair, ABHP
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RESULTS OF THE 1989 ABHP CERTIFICATION EXAMINATION
* Kk Kk k k k Kk k kk k k Kk k k k k %k *k k k k k * % *

The American Board of Health Physics is pleased to announce that the
following individuals have successfully met the requirements of the
Board and are designated as Certified Health Physicists.
Congratulations!

Richard A. Allen, Comprehensive
Alex J. Boerner, Comprehensive
Michael J. Bovino,Comprehensive
Elizabeth M. Brackett, Comprehensive
Shih-Yew Chen, Comprehensive

Terry L. Cooper, Power Reactor
David C. DiCello, Comprehensive
Fred L. Duncan, Comprehensive
David N. Fauver, Comprehensive
Mitchell S. Galanek, Comprehensive
Gregory M. Gowdy, Comprehensive
Steven W. Green, Comprehensive
Roger L. Halsey, Comprehensive
Eileen Hotte, Comprehensive

Calvin J. Huntzinger, Comprehensive
Nisy E. Ipe, Comprehensive

Roman Kahn, Comprehensive

Susan R. Landahl, Comprehensive
Elizabeth A. Langille, Power Reactor
Thomas R. LaVoy, Comprehensive
Edward Lazo, Comprehensive

Mark M. Lewis, Power Reactor
Michael Matheny, Comprehensive
David A. McLaughlin, Comprehensive
Frederic J. Mis, Power Reactor
Michael C. Nichols, Comprehensive
Arthur J. Palmer, Comprehensive
William G. Phillips, Comprehensive
Joseph F. Poliziani, Comprehensive
Kathryn M. Pryor, Comprehensive
Joel L. Rabovsky, Comprehensive
John E. Razor, Comprehensive
Eugene T. Reimer, Comprehensive
Charles F. Reindl, Comprehensive
Joseph P. Ring, Comprehensive
James S. Sample, Comprehensive

R. Scott Schofield, Power Reactor
Douglas Schult, Power Reactor
Kathleen L. Shingleton, Comprehensive
Gregory D. Smith, Comprehensive
John A. Solini, Comprehensive

Glen M. Sturchio, Comprehensive
Adam S. Weaver, Comprehensive
Joseph M. Zlotnicki, Comprehensive
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In addition, the Board is pleased to announce that the following
individuals have passed Part I of the Certification Examination.

Douglas L. Allen
Brian L. Baumann
Elizabeth A. Bogue
Barry H. Brosey
Charles E. Coleman
Eric G. Daxon
William W. DeForest
Richard P. Farrell
Stacey A. Ferguson
Brian M. Fisher
Lynne Geary

Donald I,. Haes
Nancy L. Harris
Richard B. Holtzman
Eileen Hotte
Tsz-Yik Huil

Calvin J. Huntzinger
William R. James
Craig E. Jensen
Paul Henry Jones
Mary M. Kenny
Brajesh K. Kothari
David J. Krueger
Michael J. Lambert
Edward Lazo

Robert T. May

Kimberly L. McMahan
Mitzi G. Miller
Robert T. Mulvihill
Charles D. Nesbitt
E. Karl Neuschaefer
Harry J. Newman
Nora A. Nicholson
M. Frank Petelka
William G. Phillips
Catherine L. Pugh
Barbara L. Reider
John Robert Russell
Mark R. Salasky

R. Scott Schofield
David C. Smith
Ronald J. Smith
Michael J. Stein
Joan E. Stovall
Joseph M. Takahashi
John G. Tirpak
Elizabeth Ullrich
David L. Wannigman
Jeffrey J. Whicker
Chuan-Fu Wu

Terry T. Yoshizumi
Joseph M. Zlotnicki

HIGHLIGHTS OF ABHP FALL MEETING

The Board held its annual Fall meeting in Washington, D. C. on October
20th and 21st, 1989. All Board Members, Panel Officers and the
Secretariat were present. The principal items of business during this
meeting included review of the reports of the Panel Chairs, approval of
the examination grading results and granting of certification to
successful candidates. Results for the 33rd ABHP Certification
Examination were:

Part 1 52 out of 113 passed the exam 46%
Part II Comprehensive 36 out of 69 passed the exam 52%
Part II Power Reactor 6 out of 15 passed the exam 40%

In addition, two candidates were granted certification after special
review. A total of 44 individuals were granted Certification.

A number of comments and suggestions from Academy CHPs and candidates
were considered during the grading process. The Board discussed methods
of insuring that proper QC procedures were in place for the exam,
including a suggestion from the Panel Chair to assign a Board (or AAHP
Executive Committee) member "ownership" of a single question and
responsibility to assure its final form is error free. The Board is
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also reviewing a proposal by C. Distenfeld which would extend this
ownership well into the panel question preparation stage and involve the
Board at a much earlier stage in the process.

The Panel Chair also discussed with the Board the need to insure the
same type QC among graders of Part II questions. Part of Distenfeld's
proposal addresses grading, and would carry over the concept of Board
(or Academy) members assuming responsibility for individual questions
with respect to heading up, and coordinating, grading teams.

The Board reviewed a report from its testing consultant, CEA, concerning
establishing a passing point for Part II of the exam. They pointed out
the obvious, that a new form of Part II is given each year, and that
candidates may select different items from each exam. They suggest a
passing score be established for each possible combination of questions,
using the Angoff method. The Board is continuing this study, and has
implemented a procedure whereby individuals reviewing potential exam
questions are asked to predict the score the "minimally qualified
candidate" would achieve on each question (first step in the Angoff
process).

The time allocated for Part II of the exam was extended to 5 hours. The
board felt this extra hour would further reduce the time factor for Part
IT, and could be accommodated without seriously disrupting schedules or
extending the exam into a second day.

A draft document delineating major policy elements requiring AAHP
Executive Committee approval was prepared by an AAHP/ABHP ad hoc
committee and submitted for review.

The Board reversed an earlier decision to publish well scored candidates
answers to Part II questions, since suggested solutions are already
being published in the Newsletter, and are in better form and format
than candidate's answers.

The Board discussed the mechanism for the Board/Academy to present the
McAdams award at the HPS Annual Meeting.

Replacements for 1990 outgoing Board members R. Bowers and K. Miller
were suggested. Areas of expertise which need to be replaced or
reinforced are power reactors, medical, and biological effects. The
Board's recommendations were forwarded to the AAHP Nominating Committee.

Additionally, the Board reviewed the January meeting of the Panel of
Examiners, past problems with exams and the schedule for the coming
year.

NEW MAINTENANCE FEE BILLING SCHEDULE

In order to administer the recertification program in a more efficient
manner, the American Board of Health Physics will change its maintenance
fee billing from October to April. The new billing cycle is designed to
correspond with the mailing of the certification renewal packages. By
moving the billing period to April, the timely payment of the
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maintenance fee will ensure that renewal applications will not be
delayed due to incomplete maintenance fees.

In the past, the renewal applications have been mailed to diplomates in
April. Many diplomates have returned their applications within 30 days
only to find that the maintenance fee for their four-year
recertification period is not complete. This was due to the ABHP policy
of billing maintenance fees in October of each year.

In April or early May, you will be receiving a maintenance fee envelope
very much like the one you received in October 1989. We hope that this
year's shorter billing period will not inconvenience you. In the
future, all maintenance fees will be billed in April.

REPORT FOR 1989 FROM THE PAST PRESIDENT OF THE AAHP - OTTO RAABE

During 1989 there were several important accomplishments and advances of
the American Academy of Health Physics (AAHP). Ruth McBurney and Paul
Ziemer were appointed to serve on the American Board of Health Physics
(ABHP) . New officers for the AAHP were elected including President-Elect
John Auxier, Secretary Tom Crites, and Director Les Slaback. Besides
supporting the testing and recertification activities of the American
Board of Health Physics, the Academy is continuing to make progress in
the planned goal of developing the prestige and recognition associated
with the profession of health physics as a whole and board certification
in particular. One of the most significant actions involved a major
revision of the AAHP by-laws clarifying many aspects of the AAHP
activities and organization and establishing a permanent Professional
Development Committee and a new class of Associate Membership open to
health physicists who successfully complete one part of the ABHP
certification exam. The vote on all parts of the by-law revision was
overwhelmingly in favor of these changes, and the establishment of
Associate Membership was approved 292 in favor to 101 against.

After successful completion of one part of the ABHP certification exam,
a health physicist can now become an Associate Member of the American
Academy of Health Physics subject to proper application and payment of
annual dues of $10. Although Associate Members cannot vote or hold
Academy office, there will be special benefits of Associate Membership.
Besides the prestige of Associate Membership, special programs will be
developed for this class of member for professional development, and
also for encouragement and assistance toward the goal of ABHP
Certification.

The Professional Development Committee, operating as a special committee
in 1988 and 1989 under the leadership of Jerry Martin of Battelle
Pacific Northwest Laboratory, has had many accomplishments and was
responsible for development of the recommendation for establishing
Associate Membership, following the request made by George Vargo at the
Annual Meeting in Boston in 1988. In addition, this committee was able
to assist in the updating of the brochures entitled "Certified Health
Physicist" and "Prospectus of the American Board of Health Physics," by
expanding the discussion on continuing education and recertification.
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They evaluated and helped to improve the AAHP database maintained by the
Secretariat and assisted in clarification of the Emeritus Member status.
They investigated the feasibility and need to copyright the names or
acronyms of the CHP, AAHP, ABHP, and/or the AAHP logo. They also
initiated an inquiry of the AMA of the standards used for a qualified
expert in Medical Health Physics.

In order to clarify in a concise fashion the working of the American
Board of Health Physics and the Testing and Certification program, the
ABHP and AAHP are working together to prepare a new document entitled
"Major Policies and Important Procedures of the American Board of Health
Physics." This new document should soon be available for review. A
revised Continuing Education Credit System was developed by the
Continuing Education Committee headed by Bob Heublein and approved by
the AAHP Executive Committee. Also new in 1989 was the establishment of
a special technical session at the annual meeting especially for
Certified Health Physicists. This was a great success and will be a
continuing tradition.

The need for an appropriate AAHP logo has been discussed at several
meetings of the AAHP Executive Committee, but we need help with ideas
for this logo. We encourage anyone who has ideas for an AAHP logo to
submit them to our current President, Keith Schiager or to Kristi Jacobs
at the Secretariat. These can be sketches or computer graphics or just
ideas, and need not be finalized or perfect drawings. We will appreciate
any submissions.

At the last meeting of the Executive Committee of the Academy at
Atlantic City in February, Keith Schiager took over as AAHP President.
I thank the members of the Academy for giving me the opportunity to
serve as President in 1989. I thank the other members of the 1989
Executive Committee including President-Elect Keith Schiager, Past-
President John Horan, ABHP Chair Frazier Bronson, Treasurer Nancy
Kirner, Directors George Holeman, David Myers, Joyce Davis, and Richard
Fry, and also the Executive Secretary help of Richard Burk and Kristi
Jacobs. I also thank all the AAHP committee members and their chairs:
Don Busick (Appeals), Bob Heublein (Continuing Education), Bob Van Wyck
(Exam Site), Joyce Davis (Finance), LaMar Johnson (Nominating), Jerry
Martin (Professional Development), and Charles Meinhold (Standards and
Ethics). I believe that the Academy is progressing to meet its goals and
that the strength and influence of the AAHP will continue to grow.

THE ADVANTAGES OF MEMBERSHIP IN THE AMERICAN OF HEALTH PHYSICS
By: John A. Auxier

The advantages of membership in the Academy cannot be separated easily
from the advantages of being a Certified Health Physicist. All
Certified Health Physicists are automatically eligible for membership in
the Academy, but the most significant of all credentials and memberships
is to be a Certified Health Physicist. It is this special status that
is enhanced and served by the Academy.

There are certain well defined and objective roles of the Academy and
its members. In the preamble to the bylaws we find, "The primary
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purpose of the Academy is to establish an organization which permits the
direct input of CHPs into the selection of the Board Members and the
ongoing programs of the Board." In context, this refers to the ABHP and,
thus to the whole Certification process. In the Bylaws is given the
purpose of the Academy, with six specifics which relate to a member's
opportunity to participate in the Certification Program, 1i.e., the
advancement of the profession, high standards of ethics, etc. All of
this is laudable.

However, it is my view that the intangibles are as important as these
but more difficult to describe. To accomplish a description of an
intangible, one can refer to tangible benefits. These include higher
salaries, readily apparent professional status, quicker or more frequent
appointments to committees and councils, etc., as compared to other
Health Physicists, everything else being equal. Certification does not
mean, necessarily, that you know more about Health Physics than the
Health Physicist with the same degrees and experience as you, but you do
have signed and sealed proof that you are a true professional; your non-
Certified peers, for whatever reason, have not demonstrated this
interest and/or ability.

The AAHP provides the only fraternity dedicated to furthering the Health
Physics profession through the participation of the technical and
scientific leaders of the profession. The AAHP is a true academy which
belongs to its members and can be used by those members to further
develop and enhance their careers. This is important only to the best
trained and most ambitious professionals in our field. So, be the best
that you can be, participate in the Academy.

hhhkhkhkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkhhkkhhhkhhkhhkhkhkkkhkhkhkhhkhkhhkhkhkkkhkhkhkkkhkhkhkhkkhkhkhkkhkhkhkikkkk

* *
* Because of the difficulty of meeting the necessary expense of *
* the certification program, and because the Academy is oper- *
* ating with a deficit budget of several thousand dollars, the *
* Executive Committee is planning to increase the maintenance *
* to $50 per year. Before we take a final vote at the June *
* meeting, we welcome comments from members. *
* *
* *
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